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The scientific literature represents a vital source of information and communication for scientists and thus it is important for life science majors to become comfortable using the literature.  The goal of this project was to teach students in an introductory biology course about the literature in a way that prepared them to use it to gain knowledge and write about science.  I introduced students to the scientific literature by incorporating into the course curriculum a series of assignments and activities based upon journal articles.  The objectives for the project were to teach students to:  1) to understand how a primary research article is constructed and be able to use this knowledge to acquire information 2) to recognize that the literature represents an accessible source of science information 3) to understand how to use the literature to gain scientific knowledge and 4) to be able to make a preliminary evaluation information in a journal article using a set of simple criteria.  In this session I will present examples of activities that I used to teach and assess science literacy in my Introductory Biology Course.   

