PART II: To be completed individually



NAME:
On scale of 1 (very poor) to 10 (excellent) please rate the following statements:

1. Your interest in: (for this question 1 means you find it boring and 10 means you find it interesting)

 chemistry _________     biology _________      biochemistry ________

2. Your comprehension of biochemistry (think about the some talks you might have gone to or papers you might have come across – how much are you able to follow them?) _____________

3. Your confidence in your ability to teach yourself new material in biochemistry (think about how you would feel if someone told you to do some research on a topic in biochemistry)  ______________

4. Your confidence in your ability to talk about/ explain topics from biochemistry (think about how you would feel if someone asked you to give a 20 minute presentation on a current topic in biochemistry)   ________________ 

Please circle the appropriate number that best describes how you feel about the following statements as you start this course.  The numbers indicate the Likert scale where 1: Strongly DISAGREE  5: Strongly AGREE
Please refer to your past experience in answering the rating the following statements:

I enjoyed my chemistry classes so far  









1    2    3    4    5

I enjoyed my biology classes so far  










1    2    3    4    5

I enjoy challenging courses











1    2    3    4    5   

I enjoy working in a group to solve problems









1    2    3    4    5

I feel more comfortable about what I'm learning when I have a textbook to read  



1    2    3    4    5

I prefer to read the text book BEFORE the topic is discussed in class 





1    2    3    4    5

I prefer to read the text book AFTER the topic is discussed in class





1    2    3    4    5

I learn best by reading the textbook










1    2    3    4    5 

I learn more by listening to the lecture  









1    2    3    4    5 

I learn a lot when I work problems at the end of the chapter   






1    2    3    4    5 

I learn a lot when I discuss my answers with the whole class 






1    2    3    4    5

I learn more when I hear another student’s view point







1    2    3    4    5

I learn more by working the problems by myself 








1    2    3    4    5

I learn more by working the problems with others








1    2    3    4    5

There are times I think about or solve a question in more than one way to help my understanding

1    2    3    4    5
After solving a problem, if my calculation gives a result very different from what I'd expect, 

I'd trust the calculation rather than going back through the problem.





1    2    3    4    5

When I am not pressed for time, I will continue to work on a problem until I understand 

why something works the way it does.










1    2    3    4    5

If I don't remember a particular approach needed for a question on an exam, there is nothing much 

I can do to come up with it.











1    2    3    4    5

If I get stuck on answering a question on my first try, I try to figure out a different way
that works.
1    2    3    4    5

The methods other students use to work a problem may differ from mine 




1    2    3    4    5

I feel comfortable asking questions during class








1    2    3    4    5

I feel comfortable discussing things with the people in my class 






1    2    3    4    5

I feel comfortable reviewing my peers’ work in my class 







1    2    3    4    5

I feel comfortable receiving peer reviews for my work in class 






1    2    3    4    5

I feel my participation contributes to what we learn in class  






1    2    3    4    5

Please circle all that applies about your current standing on group/ team work:

a. don’t have much experience, but like to give it a try

b. don’t have much experience, and would prefer not to give it a try

c. have had unpleasant past experience, so prefer to keep it to minimum

d. have had pleasant experience with it, so would like to engage in.

e. I don’t think it helps my learning (I am an individual learner/ I can learn better on my own)

f. When I am in a group I end up doing all the work or trying to pull the group together and that can become very frustrating.

g. When I am in a group there are always other people who tend to dominate discussions due to their personality rather than subject knowledge and that frustrates me and hinders my learning

h. Group work forces me to voice my ideas and gives me a chance to reflect on different ideas

i. Group work helps my time management with the course work since I want to come to our group works prepared not to let down my team mates.

j. Group work hampers my time management with the course work since I find myself trying to accommodate other’s schedules

For the following section that contains pairs of statements please consider your past experience in the biology courses for the first statement and chemistry courses for the second statement:

I enjoy figuring out answers to biology questions.








1    2    3    4    5
I enjoy solving chemistry problems.










1    2    3    4    5
If I had plenty of time, I would take a biology class outside of my major requirements just for fun.
1    2    3    4    5
If I had plenty of time, I would take a chemistry class outside of my major requirements just for fun.
1    2    3    4    5
I enjoy explaining biological ideas that I learn about to my friends.





1    2    3    4    5
I enjoy explaining chemistry concepts that I learn about to my friends.




1    2    3    4    5
Everyone is capable of understanding biology if they work at it.






1    2    3    4    5
Everyone is capable of understanding chemistry if they work at it.





1    2    3    4    5
The subject of biology has little relation to what I experience in the real world.



1    2    3    4    5
The subject of chemistry has little relation to what I experience in the real world.



1    2    3    4    5
Learning biology changes my ideas about how the real world works.





1    2    3    4    5
Learning chemistry changes my ideas about how the real world works.





1    2    3    4    5
Reasoning skills used to understand biology is helpful to me in my everyday life.



1    2    3    4    5
Reasoning skills used to understand chemistry is helpful to me in my everyday life.



1    2    3    4    5
I do not expect the rules of biological principles to help my understanding of the ideas; 
they are just to be memorized.











1    2    3    4    5
I do not expect equations or reactions to help my understanding of the ideas in chemistry; 
they are just for doing calculations.










1    2    3    4    5
It is possible to explain biological ideas with everyday language.





1    2    3    4    5

It is possible to explain chemistry ideas without equations or reaction schemes.



1    2    3    4    5

To learn biology, I only need to memorize facts and definitions.






1    2    3    4    5
To learn chemistry, I only need to memorize how to solve sample problems.




1    2    3    4    5
There is usually only one correct approach to solving a biology problem.




1    2    3    4    5
There is usually only one correct approach to solving a chemistry problem.




1    2    3    4    5
If I get stuck on a biology question, there is no chance I'll figure it out on my own.



1    2    3    4    5
If I get stuck on a chemistry problem, there is no chance I'll figure it out on my own.


1    2    3    4    5
If I get stuck on answering a biology question on my first try, I usually try to figure

out a different way that works.











1    2    3    4    5
If I get stuck on a chemistry problem on my first try, I usually try to figure out a 

different way that works.











1    2    3    4    5
I do not spend more than a few minutes stuck on a biology question before giving up or 
seeking help from someone else.











1    2    3    4    5
I do not spend more than five minutes stuck on a chemistry problem before giving up or 
seeking help from someone else.











1    2    3    4    5
When I am answering a biology question, I find it difficult to put what I know into my own words.
1    2    3    4    5
When I am answering a chemistry question, I find it difficult to choose the right equations or 
reactions to use.













1    2    3    4    5
After I study a topic in biology and feel that I understand it, I have difficulty applying that 
information to answer questions on the same topic.








1    2    3    4    5
After I study a topic in chemistry and feel that I understand it, I have difficulty solving 
problems on the same topic.











1    2    3    4    5
Please refer to your expectations for the course in rating the following statements:

1.  I am enthusiastic about taking the course   








1    2    3    4    5   

2.  I expect the course work to be difficult 









1    2    3    4    5 

3.  I expect the course to be time consuming 








1    2    3    4    5   

4.  I expect everything to be new to me  









1    2    3    4    5   

5.  I expect to learn nothing new










1    2    3    4    5

6.  I expect my commitment to be well worth the experience 






1    2    3    4    5
